
DEARMOUN ROAD PHASE II PROJECT

WHEREAS, community councils were formed by the citizens of Anchorage to insure their needs 
and concerns were addressed in issues affecting their property, health, safety, and welfare, and

WHEREAS, the HOCC understands safe roads are a necessity for both the community at large 
and local neighborhoods, and

WHEREAS, it has been our experience that through the public process a better result is 
accomplished, satisfying the needs of the community and those of the neighborhoods and 
abutting property owners, and 

WHEREAS, the HOCC is opposed to the use of eminent domain except where absolutely 
imperative and there are no other engineering and/or environmentally feasible alternatives 
identified, and

WHEREAS the Alaska Department of Transportation has proffered a road plan with a design 
speed undesirable to neighborhood residents and potentially dangerous to humans and wildlife 
based on AASHTO "Green Book" standards; and

WHEREAS the Huffman/O'Malley Community Council strongly and steadfastly supports a 
significantly lower design speed based on the FHWA Flexibility in Highway Design; and

WHEREAS the ADOT design alternatives adversely impact the rural residential character of the 
area and have inadequately addressed that impact on residents; and

WHEREAS the private citizens have suggested alternatives that incorporate "context-sensitive 
designs," which impose less impact, improve safety, lower costs, and reflect more accurately 
their needs and desires; and

WHEREAS there are no significant conflicts with the citizen's desires and current Anchorage 
2020 or Transportation Plans; and 

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED that the Community Council rejects the DeArmoun Road 
Phase II 3R project as presented, seeks to have community consensus on the project’s purpose 
and need statement, and to have the project re-scoped, with an Environmental Impact Statement 
or Environmental Assessment, and with the following comments and suggestions:

�x�� Retain as much natural vegetation as possible along the roadway.  This helps to retain the 
rural character of the area, provides sound and visual barrier protection to surrounding 
properties, and promotes attentive driving behavior.  Wide roads lull people into thinking 
they are safer than they actually are, causing people to drive faster, be less attentive, and 
take more chances than they would if driving on a narrower road.  

�x�� Because segments of the phase II portion of DeArmoun Road are very steep, measures 
should be taken to insure traffic travels at a safe speed.  The design speed of the existing 
road does not need to be increased.

�x�� We ask for better signage warning of the curve and at the heavily used wildlife corridors 
that cross DeArmoun Road.  This will also help to avoid accidents.



�x�� Pedestrian and equestrian safety must be reasonably addressed.  If through the public 
process a multi-use trail/path/sidewalk is desired it should be located on the north side of 
the roadway, be a minimum of 4-feet and a maximum of 8-feet wide, and separated from 
the roadway to allow for safe pedestrian and equestrian use.  Safe pedestrian passage is 
essential.  Encouraging non-motorized transportation also promotes health and reduces 
the number of motorized vehicles on the roads.

�x�� This trail/path/sidewalk should be constructed on the utility easement/ROW to decrease 
amount of private property taken.  The utilities will require this ROW in any case, and 
using it for dual purpose this way, NO private property is taken solely for 
trails/paths/sidewalks.

�x�� It is desired that electric utilities that require relocation be placed underground.
�x�� Lane, shoulder, and gutter widths should be minimized to limit impacts on adjacent 

private property owners, reduce construction costs and incur less maintenance and 
operating costs.  In a time of budget deficits and cutbacks, we should not be over-
building roads unnecessarily.

�x�� We request DOT work within the existing Right-Of-Way and only require additional 
Right-Of-Way if absolutely necessary.

�x�� Street lighting, if proposed, must of minimum height, down-casting, and the use of “cut-
off” fixtures is essential to reduce the amount of trespass lighting.  Because this is a rural 
setting, lighting isn’t necessary along the entire route.  We do agree lighting be installed 
at major road intersections to provide for both vehicle and pedestrian safety.

�x�� It is our understanding, with re-grading and build-up of the outside of the curve east of 
140th, and lowering of the section of road uphill of the curve, it may be possible to 
drastically increase the safety of this curve without impacting personal property, except 
in a few cases where the existing Right-Of-Way is not conforming to the vast majority of 
Rights-Of-Ways along DeArmoun Road.  

PASSED this 20th day of November, 2003 by a vote of:
9 Yeas
0 Nays
0 Abstain


